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AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 08
AGENCY NAME: Maine Office of Community Affairs
CONTACT PERSON: Samantha Horn, Director, 127 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333. Telephone: 207-441-2969 Email: samantha.horn@maine.gov
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None 
EXPECTED 2025-2026 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY: 

000:	Maine Office of Community Affairs- General
Chapter 1: Rules for Appeal of Grant Awards 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 MRS §§ 3204-3205(1), (5)
PURPOSE: This new chapter will define the procedures and criteria to be used in the appeal of grant awards, outlines the appointment of a hearing officer, describes procedures to be used in hearing an appeal and how appellants will be notified of final agency action pursuant to 5 M.R.S. §§ 9051, 9052-9064.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, economic development organizations, regional councils, communities, for-profit entities, non-governmental organizations, Tribal governments
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Samantha Horn, Director, 127 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333. Telephone: 207-441-2969 Email:  samantha.horn@maine.gov
001: Housing Opportunity Program 
Chapter 1: Housing Opportunity Program: Municipal Land Use and Zoning Ordinance Rule
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 30-A MRS §§4364, 4364-A, 4364-B
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth the provisions which require municipalities to create or amend local ordinances to allow for (1) additional density for affordable housing developments in certain areas; (2) multiple dwelling units on lots designated for housing; and (3) one accessory dwelling unit located on the same lot as a single-family dwelling unit in any area where housing is permitted. Proposed amendments anticipated to incorporate recent statutory changes.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Issue proposed amendments in Fall 2025; adoption by Winter 2026; Further amendments may also be proposed in Spring 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, economic development organizations and communities
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Anticipated subject to available staff/funds.
CONTACT PERSON: Hilary Gove, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 441-9137, hilary.gove@maine.gov
[bookmark: _Hlk170833255]Chapter 2: Housing Opportunity Program Grants Rule
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 MRS §3241 (formerly 5 MRS §13056-J) 
PURPOSE: This chapter outlines the procedures, criteria and program review requirements governing the Housing Opportunity Program Grants.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: The Program anticipates repealing this rule in winter 2026.
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, economic development organizations and communities
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Hilary Gove, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 441-9137, hilary.gove@maine.gov

002: Municipal Planning Assistance Program
Chapter 1: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 MRS §3233(1)-(5) 
PURPOSE: Rules governing the submission requirements and criteria by which the Municipal Planning Assistance Program reviews comprehensive plans for consistency with the Growth Management Law. Changes will address streamlining the submission process, restructuring Comprehensive Plan data requirements to respond to legislative decisions about comprehensive plan policy.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Start process in spring 2026; issue proposed amendments by fall 2026; adopt amendments by January 2027
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, Regional Councils, and interested members of the public.
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Anticipated subject to available staff/funds.
CONTACT PERSON: Joan Walton, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 419-8661, joan.walton@maine.gov
Chapter 2: Methodology for Identification of Regional Service Centers
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 30-A MRS §§4301(14-A), 4315, 4326(3-A). 
PURPOSE: This rule specifies the information and methods the Program will use to identify municipalities and, under certain circumstances, parts of municipalities that serve as regional service centers and are thus identified as service center communities. Changes will address data availability and accuracy, adjust the update timeframe, and describe the methodology of periodic updates. 
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: When conditions are right
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, Regional Councils, Economic Development Organizations, and interested members of the public. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A 
CONTACT PERSON: Joan Walton, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 419-8661, joan.walton@maine.gov
Chapter 3: Procedural Rule for Submission and Review of Zoning Ordinances
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 30-A MRS §4312(4) and 5 MRS §3233(3)
PURPOSE: This chapter outlines the procedures and requirements governing the submission of new and amended municipal zoning ordinances to the Program pursuant to §4347-A of the Growth Management Act (30-A M.R.S.A §4312 et seq.). Separate rules cover the substantive review criteria for zoning ordinances (Chapter 6).
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: When conditions are right
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, Regional Councils, Economic Development Organizations, and interested members of the public. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A 
CONTACT PERSON: Joan Walton, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 419-8661, joan.walton@maine.gov
Chapter 4: Procedure Rule for Submittal and Review of Municipal Growth Management Programs for a Certificate of Consistency
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 MRS §3233
PURPOSE: This chapter outlines the procedural submittal requirements and establishes the criteria used by the Program during the review of municipal growth management programs for an award of a Certificate of Consistency with the goals and guidelines of the Maine's Growth Management Act (30-A M.R.S.A. §4312 et seq.).
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: When conditions are right
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, Regional Councils, Economic Development Organizations, and interested members of the public. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A 
CONTACT PERSON: Joan Walton, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 419-8661, joan.walton@maine.gov
Chapter 5: Subdivision Ordinance Review Criteria Rule 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 30-A MRS § 4312(4)
PURPOSE: This Chapter establishes the criteria the Program uses to review municipal subdivision ordinances for consistency with the goals and guidelines of the Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act (30-A M.R.S.A. §4312 et seq.). The office uses this rule to review the subdivision ordinance component of local growth management programs for which certification has been requested under §4348.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: When conditions are right
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, Regional Councils, Economic Development Organizations, and interested members of the public. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A 
CONTACT PERSON: Joan Walton, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 419-8661, joan.walton@maine.gov
Chapter 6: Zoning Ordinance Review Criteria Rule 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 30-A MRS §4312(4)
PURPOSE: This chapter establishes the criteria the Program uses to review municipal zoning ordinances for consistency with the goals and guidelines of the Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act (30-A M.R.S.A. §4312 et seq.). The Office uses this rule to review and comment on proposed zoning ordinances under §4347 of the Act, and to review the zoning ordinance component of local growth management programs for which certification has been requested under §4348.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: When conditions are right
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, Regional Councils, Economic Development Organizations, and interested members of the public. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A 
CONTACT PERSON: Joan Walton, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 419-8661, joan.walton@maine.gov

08 003 Building Codes and Standards
Chapter 1: Certification Standards for Municipal Code Enforcement Officers and Third-Party Inspectors
AUTHORITY: 30-A MRS §4451 
PURPOSE: This rule describes the standards and procedures used to certify and recertify local code enforcement officers, local plumbing inspectors, building officials, and third-party inspectors. 
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 31, 2026 
AFFECTED PARTIES: Individuals involved in obtaining certification or recertification. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Greg Gilbert, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 242-5839, Greg.Gilbert@maine.gov
Chapter 2: Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code - Administrative Procedures
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 MRS §9721, et seq.
PURPOSE: To set forth procedures for each individual municipality to recognize and where applicable, enforce the MUBEC. The chapter also provides options for building inspections, including the use of a third-party inspector.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 31, 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: All municipalities within the State of Maine
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Greg Gilbert, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 242-5839, Greg.Gilbert@maine.gov
Chapter 3: Maine Uniform Building Code and Uniform Energy Code - Third Party Inspectors (TPI) 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 MRS §9721, et seq.
PURPOSE: To provide guidance for TPIs on inspections, construction files, issuing a Notice to Proceed and issuing an inspection report.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 31, 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: All certified Third Party Inspectors (TPIs)
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Greg Gilbert, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 242-5839, Greg.Gilbert@maine.gov
Chapter 4: Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code - Commercial Building Code of Maine
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 MRS §9721, et seq.
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth the standards for the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, removal and demolition of every building or structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to such building or structure, with the exception of detached one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 31, 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: All municipal code enforcement officers, all certified TPIs, all commercial building and design professionals, all commercial building owners
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Greg Gilbert, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 242-5839, Greg.Gilbert@maine.gov
Chapter 5: Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code - Existing Building Code
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 MRS §9721, et seq.
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth the standards for the repair, alteration, addition, change of occupancy and relocation of all existing buildings except one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 31, 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: All municipal code enforcement officers, all certified TPIs, all commercial building and design professionals, all commercial building owners.
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Greg Gilbert, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 242-5839, Greg.Gilbert@maine.gov
Chapter 6: Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code - Residential Building Code for One and Two-Family Dwellings in Maine
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 MRS §9721, et seq.
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth the standards for residential construction for one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses.
ANTICIIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 31, 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: All municipal code enforcement officers, all certified TPIs, all residential building and design professionals, all owners of one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses.
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Greg Gilbert, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 242-5839, Greg.Gilbert@maine.gov
Chapter 7: Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code - Energy Code
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 MRS §9721, et seq.
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth the regulation of the design and construction of buildings for the effective use of energy and is applicable to both residential and commercial buildings.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 31, 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: All municipal code enforcement officers, all certified TPIs, all building and design professionals, all building owners.
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Greg Gilbert, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 242-5839, Greg.Gilbert@maine.gov
Chapter 8: Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code - Mechanical Code
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 MRS §9721, et seq.
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth the standards the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, removal and demolition of every building or structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to such building or structure, with the exception of detached one and two-family dwellings and
townhouses. The regulation of the design and construction of buildings for the effective use of energy and its applicability to both residential and commercial buildings.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 31, 2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: All municipal code enforcement officers, all certified TPIs, all building and design professionals, all building owners.
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Greg Gilbert, 127 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333, (207) 242-5839, Greg.Gilbert@maine.gov

